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Welcome to IPR&D Spark | April Edition

Innovation today is no longer defined by 
isolated breakthroughs, it is shaped by 
the evolution of technologies, policies, 
and industries together. As artificial 
intelligence integrates with 
infrastructure, healthcare and material 
science, while regulatory frameworks 
adapt in parallel, the pace of change is 
no longer linear, it is systemic.

In this edition of IPRD Spark , we look at 
how this convergence is redefining the 
innovation landscape. From advances in 
AI- driven design and next - generation 
connectivity to shifts in global regulatory 
expectations and patent practices, each 
development reflects a broader move 
towards more integrated and adaptive 
systems.

What stands out is not just the speed of 
innovation, but its increasing 
interdependence. Scientific discovery, 
digital transformation, and policy are no 
longer operating in silos, they are 
influencing one another in real time, 
shaping both opportunities and 
constraints.

As this interconnected ecosystem 
continues to evolve, an important 
question emerges:

Are we prepared to navigate 
innovation as a complex, 
interconnected system rather than as 
a series of isolated advances?

-  Editorial team
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Industry News
Key Industry Developments and Updates



˾̣̒Я ˣ˧: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) has 
introduced a notable procedural shift in 
reexamination proceedings, allowing 
patent owners to file a pre - order paper, 
of up to 30 pages, before the Office 
determines whether a request raises a 
substantial new question of patentability 
(SNQ). Applicable to requests filed on or 
after April 5, 2026 , the submission must 
be made within a strict, non - extendable 
30- day window from service.

The pre - order paper is limited in scope, 
focusing specifically on arguments and 
evidence related to the SNQ threshold. 

USPTO Introduces Pre-order Submissions in 
Reexamination Proceedings

Policy & Patent Updates

While requesters may respond under 
defined conditions, the update 
effectively creates an earlier point of 
engagement for patent owners, enabling 
them to shape the initial direction of the 
proceeding.

From a strategic standpoint, this 
development is likely to reshape 
reexamination dynamics. It places 
greater emphasis on rapid assessment 
and early coordination with counsel, 
particularly in high - value matters where 
influencing the process at the outset 
could prove decisive. (Source )

By: Christy Titus George

https://www.polsinelli.com/publications/uspto-introduces-new-pre-order-procedure


˾̣̒Я ˣ˧: As part of its digital 
transformation agenda, the European 
Patent Office (EPO) is advancing the 
rollout of its ANSERA - based search tool, 
bringing together national patent offices 
to accelerate adoption. Developed 
under Strategic Plan 2028 , the cloud -
based platform aims to enhance prior 
art search and modernize examination 
processes.

The initiative focuses on enabling 
national offices to implement the tool 
independently, with an emphasis on 
examiner training and standardized 
practices, signaling a broader push 
towards greater alignment across the 
European patent ecosystem.

For applicants and IP teams, this could 
mean more consistent and rigorous 
examination standards, reinforcing the 
need for thorough prior art analysis and 
precise claim drafting . (Source )

Policy & Patent Updates

EPO Expands ANSERA-based 
Search Training To Support 
Next -generation Prior Art 
Analysis

By: Anuj Raj

New EPOƉIP Australia PCT pilot 
slashes costs and streamlines 
European patent filings

˾̣̒Я ˣ˧: Effective March 1, 2026, the 
European Patent Office and IP Australia 
launched a two - year PCT pilot allowing 
Australian applicants to designate the 
EPO as both ISA and IPEA, providing a 
new, reliable pathway for patent  filings 
via IP Australia or the WIPO International 
Bureau.

The pilot enables applicants to receive 
an EPO- issued search report, avoid a 
supplementary European search, and 
benefit from up to a 75% reduction in 
examination fees under Chapter II, 
thereby demonstrating support for 
efficient and cost - effective patent 
procedures.

Strategically, this is likely to influence PCT 
routing decisions, especially for Europe -
focused filings, helping IP professionals 
stay ahead in patent strategy and 
encouraging earlier alignment with EPO 
examination practices . (Source )

By: Jitendra Shreemukh

https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/news/ansera-based-search-training-member-states
https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/news/epo-and-ip-australia-pct-pilot-programme-enters-force-starting-1-march-2026


˾̣̒Я ˣ˧: Following its March 
Administrative Council meeting, the 
European Patent Office (EPO) concluded 
the second cycle of its convergence 
program, introducing common 
practices on broad claims and double 
patenting. Part of the Strategic Plan 
2028, the initiative aims to improve 
consistency across the European Patent 
Network.

The new guidance clarifies how overly 
broad claims are assessed during 
search and what examiners should 
communicate when raising double -
patenting objections, thereby enhancing 
predictability for applicants operating 
across jurisdictions.

EPO convergence programme introduces common 
practices on broad claims and double patenting

As the program moves into its third 
cycle, with a focus on divisional 
applications and internet disclosures, 
the EPO continues its push toward 
greater harmonization in examination 
practices. (Source )

Policy & Patent Updates

By: Dinesh Sharma

https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/news/successful-conclusion-second-convergence-practice-cycle


Legal Watch
Key Legal Developments in the IP Landscape



Nobel Prize Winners Face New Loss in Bid for US 
CRISPR Patents

˾̣̒Я ˣ˧: In a significant development, the 
U.S. Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) 
has once again ruled against Jennifer 
Doudna and Emmanuelle Charpentier, 
̣̖̗̗̣̞̟̘̒̚̚ ̥̙̖ ˳̣̠̒̕ ˺̟̤̥̥̦̥̖̚Я̤ ̡̣̠̣̥̪̚̚ 
over CRISPR- Cas9 applications in human 
cells.

The decision adds to the decade - long 
dispute over foundational gene - editing 
̣̘̙̥̤̚˝ ̣̖̟̗̠̣̟̘̔̚̚ ̥̙̖ ˳̣̠̒̕ ˺̟̤̥̥̦̥̖̚Я̤ 
control over some of the most 
commercially valuable uses of the 
technology in the U.S.

For the CVC group, the outcome 
narrows immediate options, pointing 
towards further appeals or licensing 
negotiations, while underscoring how 
high - stakes scientific breakthroughs 
continue to be shaped by equally 
complex IP battles. ( Source )

Landmark IP Rulings

By: Rahul Bhattacharya

https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/nobel-prize-winners-face-new-loss-bid-us-crispr-patents-2026-03-27/

