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journey as an IP expert!
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WELCOME TO THE JANUARY 
EDITION OF IPR&D SPARK!

IPR&D Spark  Newsletter  aims  to  spark  your  creativity,  ignite  
your  curiosity,  and  keep  you  informed  on  industry  trends,  
legal  updates,  and  insightful  analyses . Dive  in  and  explore  the  
fascinating  world  of  IP and  R&D with  us!  This  newsletter  isn't  
just  about  staying  informed ; it's  about  fostering  a  community  
of  passionate  minds .
Share  your  ideas  at : Iprdsparknewsletter@evalueserve .com  
and  let's  navigate  the  ever - evolving  landscape  of  IP and  R&D 
together .
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USPTO AI-Inventorship  Guidance (AI-Assisted Inventions)
Contributor: Subin Khullar

˵̖̔Я 25: The USPTO issued  revised  guidance  clarifying  inventorship  standards  for  
AI- assisted  inventions,  making  it  a  must - read  for  anyone  drafting  U.S. applications  
involving  generative  or  analytical  AI tools . The guidance  confirms  that  only  natural  
persons  can  be  named  as  inventors,  even  where  AI contributes  materially  to  
conception . It expressly  characterizes  AI as  a  tool  and  rescinds  earlier  USPTO 
materials  that  had  blurred  joint - inventorship  analysis  by  over - reliance  on  the  
"Pannu " factors  in  AI contexts . 

The document  also  ties  implementation  to  Executive  Order  14179, signaling  a  policy  
push  to  remove  barriers  to  U.S. AI leadership  while  maintaining  human - only  
inventorship . Practically,  it  emphasizes  documenting  human  contribution,  ensuring  
at  least  one  overlapping  human  inventor  across  priority  chains,  and  warns  that  
claims  relying  solely  on  AI бinventorship в will  not  be  accepted . The guidance  applies  
across  utility,  design  and  plant  patents,  so it  directly  affects  portfolio  strategy,  
inventor  declarations,  and  internal  R&D protocols  where  AI systems  are  deeply  
embedded  in  ideation  or  design  workflows  (Source ) .

https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/insights/publications/2025/12/united-states-patent-and-trademark-office-issues-revised-guidance-on-inventorship-for-ai-assisted-inventions
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Dec'  25: This article  compiles  precedential  patent - related  opinions  issued  by  the  Federal  Circuit  and  
notable  PTAB decisions  for  the  week  ending  December  5, 2025 . It references  appeals  such  as  Nos. 
2023 - 2424  and  2024 - 1176 from  the  Eastern  District  of  Texas, a  venue  central  to  U.S. infringement  and  
damages  jurisprudence . By distilling  holdings  into  short  practice - oriented  takeaways,  the  article  is 
useful  for  quickly  spotting  doctrinal  shifts  affecting  claim  construction,  validity  and  remedies .

The summaries  cover  how  panels  are  applying  existing  Supreme  Court  and  Federal  Circuit  precedent  
to  issues  like  obviousness,  written  description,  and  procedural  management  of  complex  infringement  
suits . For litigators  managing  nationwide  portfolios,  this  format  helps  calibrate  arguments  on  appeal  
and  anticipate  how  similar  fact  patterns  might  fare  before  the  Federal  Circuit . It also  flags  PTAB 
developments  with  precedential  or  informative  designations,  which  can  reshape  inter  partes  review  
strategies  that  run  in  parallel  with  district  court  infringement  proceedings (Source ) .

Weekly Patent Case Summaries Ɖ Week Ending December 5, 2025

Contributor : Christy Titus George

˵̖̔Я 25:  Analysts  have  framed  2025  as  a  year  of  structural  б̣̖̤̖̥в for  the  U.S. patent  system,  driven  
largely  by  new  Commerce  and  USPTO leadership  and  an  aggressive  agenda  on  patent  quality,  backlog  
reduction,  and  modernization . This article  explains  how  Director  Squires  accelerated  changes  in 
examination  practice,  particularly  around  subject - matter  eligibility  and  PTAB procedure .

The article  highlights  strong  pro - eligibility  signals,  including  revised  MPEP provisions,  examiner  
memoranda  and  precedential  decisions  that  collectively  push  toward  more  predictable  §101 outcomes,  
especially  for  software  and  AI- enabled  inventions . While  courts  still  control  doctrine,  the  ̆̄́̅̀Я̤ stance  
is portrayed  as  consciously  innovation - aligned,  focusing  on  real - world  utility  and  clarity  for  
applicants . It also  discusses  proposed  rules  aimed  at  significantly  curtailing  ́̅˲˳Я̤ role,  which  could  
reshape  the  balance  between  district  court  litigation  and  administrative  challenges . For litigators  and  
in- house  counsel,  the  piece  is important  because  it  links  policy  moves  at  the  Office  to  downstream  
effects  on  enforcement  leverage,  settlement  dynamics,  and  risk modeling  in  U.S. infringement  disputes  
(Source ) .

Patent Reset: 2025Ż´ Pivotal  Moments  and What  Comes Next
Contributor : Subin Khullar

Federal Circuit  Opinions & Orders Ɖ December 8, 2025
Contributor : Subin Khullar

˵̖̔Я 25: This Federal  Circuit  roundup  for  the  week  of  December  8, 2025 , includes  a  precedential  patent  
decision  addressing  trade  secret  misappropriation  and  correction  of  inventorship,  alongside  several  
nonprecedential  patent  opinions  and  Rule 36 affirmances . The lead  precedential  opinion  underscores  
how  inventorship  disputes  can  intertwine  with  confidential  information  and  collaboration  breakdowns,  
offering  guidance  on  evidentiary  burdens  and  remedial  mechanisms .

The summary  notes  that  Shopify  pursued  a  declaratory  judgment  of  non - infringement  against  Express 
Mobile  in  the  District  of  Delaware  regarding  multiple  website - building  patents . While  the  post  is concise,  
it  flags  the  case  as  part  of  ongoing  platform - based  infringement  battles  that  influence  drafting  and  
enforcement  strategies  for  web  infrastructure  patents . The piece  is especially  useful  for  tracking  how  
the  Federal  Circuit  is currently  treating  inventorship  corrections  and  related  equitable  issues,  which  can  
directly  impact  ownership,  standing  to  sue, and  the  viability  of  infringement  claims  or  counterclaims  in  
active  U.S. litigation (Source ) .
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https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/patent-case-summaries-week-ending-2031807/
https://ipwatchdog.com/2025/12/22/patent-reset-2025/
https://fedcircuitblog.com/2025/12/08/opinions-orders-december-8-2025/
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˵̖̔Я 25: In December  2025 , the  European  Patent  Office  (EPO) announced  a  set  of  
coordinated  measures  aimed  at  strengthening  patent  quality,  transparency,  and  
procedural  efficiency . A central  development  is the  launch  of  a  new  online  tool  that  
simplifies  the  filing  of  third - party  observations  on  published  European  patent  
applications  and  patents  under  opposition . Accessible  via  MyEPO and  other  EPO 
digital  platforms,  the  tool  allows  anonymous  submissions,  supports  the  upload  of  
evidentiary  material,  and  ensures  that  all  observations  are  reviewed  by  the  examining  
or  opposition  divisions  and  recorded  in  the  European  Patent  Register Эreinforcing  the  
role  of  public  input  in maintaining  examination  quality . In parallel,  the  EPO formally  
revised  its  Programme  for  Accelerated  Prosecution  of  European  Patent  Applications  
(PACE), replacing  the  2015 framework . Reflecting  sustained  improvements  in search  
timeliness Эnow  averaging  around  five  and  a  half  months Эthe  EPO confirmed  that,  
from  February  1, 2026 , PACE acceleration  will  be  limited  exclusively  to  the  examination  
phase . Acceleration  requests  must  be  filed  using  the  dedicated  online  Form  1005 and  
may  be  made  only  once  per  application . The revision  is intended  to  help  applicants  
use  acceleration  more  strategically  while  enabling  the  EPO to  focus  resources  where  
they  most  effectively  reduce  overall  prosecution  timelines,  in  line  with  its  Strategic  
Plan  2028  (Source  1, Source  2) .

EPO Launches Third-Party Observation  Tool and 

Restricts PACE Acceleration  to  Examination Stage

Contributor : Christy Titus George

https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/news/strengthening-patent-quality-new-tool-public-input-and-accelerated-examination
https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/news/strengthening-patent-quality-new-tool-public-input-and-accelerated-examination
https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/2025/12/a69
https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/2025/12/a69
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˵̖̔Я 25: On December  31, 2025 , the  five  IP5 patent  offices Эthe  China  National  Intellectual  Property  
Administration  (CNIPA), European  Patent  Office  (EPO), Japan  Patent  Office  (JPO),  Korean  Intellectual  
Property  Office  (KIPO), and  the  United  States  Patent  and  Trademark  Office  (USPTO)Эannounced  a  
joint  decision  to  extend  the  IP5 Patent  Prosecution  Highway  (PPH) pilot  programme  for  a  further  three  
years . The extension  will  apply  from  January  6, 2026  to  January  5, 2029 , with  the  existing  requirements  
and  procedures  for  filing  PPH requests  remaining  unchanged . The PPH framework  enables  
participating  offices  to  accelerate  examination  by  relying  on  work  already  performed  by  another  
office,  supporting  work - sharing  and  reducing  prosecution  timelines  for  international  filings . Since  the  
first  PPH pilot  was  launched  in  2011, CNIPA has  established  PPH cooperation  with  35 patent  authorities  
covering  86  jurisdictions,  highlighting  the  ̡̣̠̘̣̞̞̖̒Я̤ continued  strategic  importance  for  global  
patent  applicants  (Source ) .

IP5 Offices  Extend Patent Prosecution Highway Pilot  Through 2029
Contributor : Jitendra Shreemukh

˵̖̔Я 25: In its  World  Intellectual  Property  Indicators  2025  release,  WIPO reported  that  global  patent  filings  
reached  a  new  peak,  providing  timely  insight  into  how  innovation  activity  is reshaping  prosecution  and  
enforcement  strategies . Innovators  worldwide  filed  3.7 million  patent  applications  in  2024 , a  4.9% 
increase  over  2023  and  the  fastest  annual  growth  since  2018. Filing  activity  remained  highly  
concentrated,  with  ˴̙̟̒̚Я̤ IP office  receiving  1.8 million  applications,  more  than  three  times  the  volume  
handled  by  the  USPTO, while  the  top  five  offices ЭCNIPA, USPTO, JPO, KIPO and  the  EPOЭaccounted  for  
over  85 % of  global  filings . The data  also  points  to  sustained  growth  in  computer - technology  and  
energy - related  patents,  reinforcing  ˲̤̒̚Я̤ position  as  the  centre  of  global  patenting  and  signalling  that  
IP planning,  resource  allocation,  and  risk assessment  will  increasingly  need  to  account  for  high - volume  
Asian  jurisdictions  (Source ) .

F.;8Ż´ 2025 Patent Data Signals Where Global Filing and Enforcement  Strategies 
Are Shifting
Contributor : Sukriti  Mittal

˵̖̔Я 25: The European  Patent  Office  (EPO) has  confirmed  that  the  bilateral  Patent  Prosecution  Highway  
(PPH) pilot  programme  with  the  Saudi  Authority  for  Intellectual  Property  (SAIP) will  conclude  on  31 
December  2025 , with  no  immediate  continuation  into  a  permanent  framework . According  to  the  EPO, 
while  the  pilot  has  run  since  July  2022 , certain  administrative  measures  required  at  the  national  level  in  
Saudi  Arabia  remain  outstanding,  preventing  a  seamless  transition  beyond  the  pilot  phase . As a  result,  
PPH participation  requests  under  the  EPOЬSAIP route  will  not  be  accepted  from  1 January  2026 . Until  
further  notice,  applicants  seeking  expedited  European  prosecution  will  need  to  rely  on  alternative  
mechanisms,  such  as  the  ˶́̀Я̤ PACE acceleration  programme,  while  awaiting  confirmation  on  the  
resumption  of  the  Saudi  PPH pathway  (Source ) .

EPOƉSaudi Fast-Track Route Paused as PPH Pilot  Reaches End
Contributor : Anuj Raj

https://english.cnipa.gov.cn/art/2025/12/31/art_3090_203421.html
https://www.wipo.int/web-publications/world-intellectual-property-indicators-2025-highlights/en/index.html
https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/2025/12/a72
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